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Abstract

A Literature Review on the Effects of Labor Unions on Human
Resource Development

Sehwa Kim, Boram Yu

In a business perspective, work related training had been recognized as a
concept of cost rather than investment, and labor unions had focused on disputes
rather than traing or human resource development. However after the IMF crisis,
workers and trade unions began to discuss human resource development. This
study aims to analyze research trends related to the impact of labor unions on
human resource development since 1994, when Korea signed the ILO’s agreement
on human resource development. For Analysis, we collected 44 articles from
Korean journal and distinguished them into functionalist, constructivist and critical
perspectives. First, all of the functionalist perspective articles used quantitative
methods to analyze the relationship between labor unions, training and
organizational performance. According to articles, union activities have a significant
impact on training, employee proficiencym innovation performance, strategic HRM
practices. Second, articles from a constructivist perspective explored the
relationship between union variables(union commitment, union leadership, union
participation) and organizational variables(commitment, job satisfaction, knowledge
sharing, and organizational fairness). Third, articles from a critical perspective
confirmed that HRM strategies are being used as anti—union strategies and new
management strategy has led to the decline of the union’s public discussion

function.

Key words - Trade Union, Human Resource Development, Literature Review
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