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Abstract

Exploring the Adaptation to Korean Society and Career
Competency Development of International Student

through University Living Lab Class

Ha-young Shin (Semyung University)

This study examines the adaptation process and career competency development of international
students participating in Living Lab courses in South Korea. In particular, it focuses on the
transformative effects of Living Lab courses, highlighting how these experiences transcend mere
participation to become meaningful learning and social practices through Transformative Learning.
Living Lab courses provide international students with opportunities to explore and solve societal
issues in Korea, thereby enhancing their cultural understanding and collaboration skills. Through
this process, students reconstruct their identities and mindsets while strengthening practical career
competencies. The aim of this study is to empirically investigate the impact of Living Lab courses
on international students’ adaptation and career preparedness, offering insights to inform

International student support policies and higher education improvements.

Key words: Living Lab, Internationalization of Higher Education, International Education,
International Student University Living Lab, Career Competency of International
Student
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